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Sections 601 and 602 of the Act enhance
significantly our ability to conduct effective
counterintelligence and international terror-
ism investigations. In addition, section 604
expands the Government’s ability to conduct
wiretaps when investigating a broad range of
Federal felonies. The Attorney General will
develop comprehensive guidelines and mini-
mization procedures for the use of this ex-
panded authority and will amend procedures
currently contained in the manual for United
States Attorneys to provide appropriate pro-
tection for the rights of Americans. Until
such guidelines and procedures are finalized,
the Government will conduct wiretaps in ac-
cordance with the standards provided under
current law. The Department of Justice will
include statistics on the use of the expanded
authority in its annual wiretap report to the
Congress.

Finally, I am satisfied that this Act contains
an acceptable whistleblower protection pro-
vision, free of the constitutional infirmities
evident in the Senate-passed version of this
legislation. The Act does not constrain my
constitutional authority to review and, if ap-
propriate, control disclosure of certain classi-
fied information to the Congress. I note that
the Act’s legislative history makes clear that
the Congress, although disagreeing with the
executive branch regarding the operative
constitutional principles, does not intend to
foreclose the exercise of my constitutional
authority in this area.

The Constitution vests the President with
authority to control disclosure of information
when necessary for the discharge of his con-
stitutional responsibilities. Nothing in this
Act purports to change this principle. I an-
ticipate that this authority will be exercised
only in exceptional circumstances and that
when agency heads decide that they must
defer, limit, or preclude the disclosure of
sensitive information, they will contact
the appropriate congressional committees
promptly to begin the accommodation proc-
ess that has traditionally been followed with
respect to disclosure of sensitive information.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 20, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 3694, approved October 20, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–272.

Statement on the Death of Chris
Georges
October 20, 1998

Chris Georges was a reporter’s reporter.
Whether he was writing about the budget,
Medicare, or welfare, Chris’ journalistic in-
tegrity, attention to detail, and focus on the
human side of policy earned him the respect
of both his fellow reporters and those who
work in the Congress and the White House.
It was only fitting that his nomination for a
Pulitzer Prize was for a story about welfare
and HIV-positive children. Chris’ friends and
colleagues most remember his decency, in-
tegrity, wit, and sense of fairness. He will
be deeply missed by his parents, sisters, and
many friends.

Remarks on Funding for Breast
Cancer Research
October 21, 1998

The President. Thank you very much. I’m
delighted to be here with this distinguished
panel of people, and I hope I can commu-
nicate a little bit of what we’ve tried to do
in this area in just a few moments. As all
of you know, I think, I have been spending
most of the last week in the Middle East
peace talks at Wye Plantation on the Eastern
Shore. And when I conclude my remarks, I
have to go take a call from Secretary Albright
and see if I’m going back. So I hope you’ll
forgive me for leaving.

Let me say I’m delighted to be here with
all of you. I thank all of you for your work.
I am glad to see Senator Jeffords here. I used
to refer to Senator Jeffords as my favorite
Republican, and then I was informed that
I had endangered his committee chairman-
ship and his physical well-being. [Laughter]
So I never do that anymore, but I’m honored
to have you back in the White House, Sen-
ator. And Mayor Beverly O’Neill from Long
Beach, California, thank you for coming. And
to all the rest of you.

Twenty-five years ago America declared
war on cancer. Twenty-five years from now
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